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operations in the 1994-95 school year. Its program and facilities previously 
operated as one of the city's alternative education programs designed to 
provide individualized support for holistic engagement of students, many of 
whom enrolled because of difficulties at comprehensive schools. The program 
of the present Charter School is oriented toward helping students become 
self -motivated, lifelong learners. The school district's Evaluation Unit 
performed a study of the Charter School that evaluated student academic 
performance, citizenship, and attitudes. The Charter School's charter states 
that it intends to outperform the school district. It was not possible to 
compare the Charter School to the district with respect to graduations", 
grades in. elective courses, core credits efficiency ratio, and elective 
credits efficiency ratio. In marks on core courses, suspension rate, and 
expulsions, the Charter School did meet its objectives. It must be noted that 
the Charter School prohibits academic marks below "C, " so results must be 
interpreted with caution. Although the Charter School did not meet its 
objective for attendance, results were encouraging. Students and their 
parents perceived the school as helpful to students in terms of academic and 
general needs, but not in terms of health or parenting needs. In the first 
school year, 43 students obtained a diploma from the Charter School, while 5 
earned a General Education Development certificate, and 5 passed the 
California High School Proficiency Examination. Three appendixes include 
student and parent survey data and the teacher interview sheet. (Contains 2 
figures and 17 tables.) (SLD) 
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Executive Summary 

EVALUATION OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL OF SAN DIEGO, 1994-95 
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Issue/Concem 

At the request of the Charter School of San Diego’s (CSSD) Board of Directors and 
administrator, the Evaluation Unit has performed a study of the school that evaluates students’ 
academic performance, citizenship, and attitudes (but does not address accreditation or fiscal 
accountability issues that may be required by state legislation for charter schools). The CSSD is 
attempting in this study to establish a baseline by which the school can evaluate its progress on a 
continuing basis. 

The present report addresses the following evaluation questions for students who attended the 
CSSD during the 1994-95 school year: 

• What was their academic performance (in terms of grade point averages, distribution 
of scholarship marks, graduation, credits earned, and retentions)? 

• How did their performance while attending the CSSD compare with that at their 
previous school(s) (in terms of grade point averages, distribution of scholarship 
marks, and credits earned)? 

• What did enrollment indicators (dropouts, “drop ins,” participation in school-to- 
career opportunities, and waiting list) show? 

• What did citizenship indicators (suspensions, expulsions, and students’ attitudes) 
show? 

• What did attendance data (CSSD’s average daily attendance rate and students’ 
apportioned and nonapportioned absences at their previous schools) show? 

• Did students and/or parents perceive the CSSD to be effective in meeting students’ 
needs? 

• What indicators would be the best ones to use in future evaluations of the CSSD’s 
effectiveness? 



Background/Discussion 

The CSSD’s charter states: “ The Charter School expressly intends to outperform the district as 
the Charter School’s overall outcome objective” (page four of the charter document). To 
determine the extent to which the CSSD has fulfilled this objective in 1994-95, comparisons 
have been performed between the CSSD and corresponding districtwide values on key indicators 
of student achievement, citizenship, and attendance (excluding the summer term). The 
comparison’s results are tabulated on the following page. 

It was not possible to determine conclusively how the CSSD performed relative to the district on 
four of the indicators. The reasons were as follows: 1) for graduations, the district did not have 
an indicator (the district historically has not measured graduation rate because of statistical 



